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Active Learning Strategy #1: 
K-W-L chart 
Fill in a chart like the one below with information regarding 
what you know about axolotls, and what you want to know. 
Leave the last column blank (for now!) 

Know Want to Know Learned 



Who	are	we?	
Why	should		
you	care?	



	

I	am	an	Axolotl.	
	

I	am	a	Mexican	
Salamander.	

	
I	am	Ambystoma	
mexicanum.	

	
Yo	soy	un		
ajolote.	





Why Axolotls? 
 

•  Look amazing! 
•  Easy to care for 
•  Live up to 15 years in captivity 
•  Critically endangered 
	



What makes axolotls special? 
•  External gills used for breathing and excretion 
•  Neoteny 
•  Limb regeneration 
 
 
 
 
 
	





Nuestros	ajolotes…	
Our	axolotls….	



¡Hola! 
Soy Mely. Soy un 

ajolote tipo melanoide.  
Soy de color grisáceo y 

tengo los ojos negros.



¡Hola! Soy 
Einstein. Soy un ajolote 

tipo leucístico. Soy de color 
blanco con las agallas rojas 
que destacan muchisimo. No 
soy albino como Ally puesto 
que tengo los ojos de color 

negro porque tengo 
algunas células con 



¡Hola! Soy Fancy Free. 
Como Einstein, soy un ajolote tipo 

leucístico. Soy de color blanco con las 
agallas rojas que destacan muchisimo. No 
soy albino como Ally puesto que tengo 

los ojos de color negro.
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¡Hola! 
Soy Allie. Soy un ajolote 

tipo albino, de color amarillo 
claro. No tengo ningún pigmento 
oscuro en todo el cuerpo. Mis ojos son 

casi transparentes y la pupila es 
de color amarillo también.



¡Hola! 
Soy Darwin. Soy un 

ajolote tipo silvestre. Soy de 
color grisáceo con manchas. 
La mayoría de los ajolotes 

tienen mi coloración.











Content-based 
STEAM 

(Science, 
Technology, 
Engineering,  

Arts, and  
Math) 



Active Learning Strategy #2: 
Think-Pair-Share 

Think about your responses  
to the following questions: 
 
 

à What other STEAM topics                                                                                                                                
have you incorporated into your 
teaching in the past? 

à How do STEAM topics help 
strengthen your language 
teaching? 

Then turn to your neighbor and share your thoughts.	



Axolotls	in	the	
ELEMENTARY	

SCHOOL	



Chinampa floormap 
Twister and info gap games 



The	ancient	Aztec	believed	that,	due	to	the	Axolotl’s	strange	look	and	
regenera@ve	powers,	they	were	the	manifesta@on	of	the	god	Xolotl.	
	

One	legend	says	Xolotl	interfered	in	the	poli@cal	affairs	of	the	other	
gods	and	feared	he	would	be	banished	or	lose	his	life.	He	decided	to	
transform	himself	into	an	Axolotl	and	hide	in	the	lake	to	elude	capture.	











Lower School Axolotl Science  
•  Life cycles 
•  Ecosystems 
•  Classification 
 
	













Active Learning Strategy #3: 
3-2-1 Format 

  With a partner, discuss: 
 

3  activities shared so 
far 

 

2  activities that you 
might use in your 
classes 

 

1  question you have  



Axolotls	in	the	
MIDDLE	SCHOOL	

















Middle School Axolotl Science  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
•  Human impact on ecosystems 
•  Pollution and water studies 
•  Classification/Amphibian crisis 
•  Life cycles 





Active Learning Strategy #4: 
Two Column Method 
With a partner, contrast learning tasks that 
can be used with novice and intermediate 
learners in a T-chart like the one below: 

Novice	learners	 Intermediate	learners	



Axolotls		
in	the		

HIGH	SCHOOL	







High School Axolotl Science  
 

•  Model organisms 
•  Regeneration capabilities 
•  Metamorphosis 
•  Evolutionary adaptations 

 
 
 
	





Active Learning Strategy #1: 
K-W-L chart 
Fill in the final column of your K-W-L chart. What have you 
learned about axolotls? 

Know Want to Know Learned 



Axolotl Resources 



Axolotl Resources 



Axolotl Resources 



Active Learning Strategy #5: 
Write-Pair-Share 
Write answers to the following questions. Then turn to your partner and 
share your answers. 
 

1.  How can you incorporate                                                                                       
more STEAM topics into                                                                              
your own teaching? 

2.  What supports would                                                                                 
you want/need in order                                                                                        
to incorporate STEAM                                                                                            
into your classes? 



Ques@ons?	
¿Preguntas?	


