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A note about passwords:

Passwords are meant to enable students and teachers to communicate entirely
in the target language in the French classroom. By hanging these signs around
your room where students can see them, you help them to ask for their basic
needs, work productively in pairs and small groups, and ask questions for
clarification without having to resort to English. When a student wants to
communicate something in French but can't remember how to say it, s/he can
look around the room and find the needed phrase. The illustrations help to
connect meaning to the words without the need for translation.

To use these password posters in the French classroom, consider the following
ideas:

Copy the passwords onto colored card stock and hang them around
the room where students can view them (the front or side walls are
usually best).

Make black-and-white copies and color in the images with markers, or
encourage students to help you color them. You can laminate them or
put them in a plastic sheet protector for greater durability.

Hang the passwords in grouped sections (e.g., “question

” o«

words”, “daily routines”, “group work”).

Make photocopies of the pages and cut off the text portion of
each. In small groups, have students predict which passwords
go with each picture. Ask a representative from each group to
present their answers to the class. Have students explain why
they matched each text with each picture.
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One final note: You can read more about passwords in: Languages and Children: Making
the Match: Foreign Language Instruction for an Early Start Grades K-8 (Curtain & Pesola,
1994, Longman). | recommend this book for all language educators. It contains activities
and teaching suggestions and is a truly valuable resource for the language professional.
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Puis-je aller
aux toilettes?
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Je ne me sens
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Puis-je aller
a l'infirmerie?
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Puis-je aller
boire de 'eau?
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Quelle page?




Répet
3'96 ez,
9¢l I I\t
S Il VOUS P all.
;((O«—\IO"\\
V€1 \o- i\ﬁ ) Y VA
= 53: ‘*.e;*i‘eo*- /ﬁ.lﬁ |
P o \).,(\e Z
N\
e
Le travail
- \o-
r O
7= 6‘.(’; douVuze),
\ ?e.ﬁﬁ‘f‘—‘ccs
’ . o
d-euX
N\
)

/




Plus lentement,
s'il vous pla?t.
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Mappeile Sean.
Jal guinze ans
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J’ai une
question.
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Comment dit-on
... en francais?
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Quel est
le travail?




J'ai oublié
mon travail.




Je n'ai pas
mon livre.







J'ai besoin

d'un stylo.
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Puis-je emprunter
un/une ...?
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J'étais
absent hier.
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Regardez.
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Ecoutez.
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Indiquez...
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Levez |la main.
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Combien?
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Pourquon?
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Je suis trist
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