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How to use these dichos
in the Spanish classroom

% Make photocopies of the text pages and their corresponding illustration

pages. In small groups, have students predict which dichos go with each
picture. Ask a representative from each group to present their answers to the
class. Have students explain why they matched each text with each picture.

DS ———

X Do a survey of the students’ favorite dichos. Ask the students to explain to the
class why they liked their dicho. Create a chart on the board with the results
of the survey to determine which of the dichos is the most popular.

X Many of the dichos make culturally-specific references (e.g., “El que quiere
hacer tortilla, tiene que quebrar huevos”). Have students research the
references (e.g., ¢ Qué es una tortilla? ;Cémo se hace?) and report their
findings back to the class.

% Choose one dicho to present to the class each week. Post it on a bulletin
board under the heading “Dicho de la semana”. Have students incorporate
words from the dicho and/or its message into their work for that week.

% Ask students to read the dicho and make guesses about its meaning from
words they already understand. Encourage them to think about similar

expressions, sayings, or proverbs from their own language and/or culture.
Have students fill in a Venn diagram in order to compare and contrast the
dicho to their own proverb. How are they similar? How are they different?

% Using language they already know, have students create their own dichos.
They can illustrate their dichos and present them orally to the class by
describing the accompanying picture. Create a bulletin board display with
some dichos from this book and your students’ original dichos and artwork.
They might also try creating a PowerPoint presentation or a personal
webpage.

X Have students create a short dialog or play, using one of their favorite dichos
as a central theme. They should create characters, think about costumes and
a set, and write a script. The dicho should figure prominently in the scene or
play as the moral or ending.
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